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never more so than by his pathbreaking col-
umns on a subject that he, often alone,
moved a nation to care about and to act.
Very truly yours,
Elie Wiesel, Virgil C. Dechant, Rabbi
Norman Lamm, John Cardinal O’Con-
nor, Rabbi Alexander Schindler, R.
Lamar Vest, Wei Jingsheng, William
Bennett, Lodi G. Gyari, Bette Bao
Lord, Paige Patterson, James M. Stan-
ton, Commissioner Robert A. Watson.
We thank him for his commitment to
the people.

————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair, without it being considered a
precedent for changing the proper se-
quence of Special Orders, and pursuant
to the unanimous consent request of
the majority leader, will recognize the
gentleman from California (Mr. FARR)
for 1 hour without prejudice to the re-
sumption of 5-minute Special Orders.

——————

TRIBUTE TO LATE HON. GEORGE
BROWN

Mr. FARR of California. Mr. Speaker,
I appreciate the consideration given to
this special order.

As my colleagues have heard, the leg-
islature is coming to an end. And it
would be a very sad end if we did not
pay tribute to one of the most distin-
guished California citizens to ever
serve in the United States Congress,
our beloved George Brown, who passed
away this year as a Member of the
House.

So tonight, surrounded by his family
and friends, Members of the California
delegation and other States have come
forward and would like to express their
feelings and sympathies for the great
life of a great man who served longer in
the United States Congress than any
other Member in California history.

I am very pleased to be able to share
this hour of colloquy, hour of memorial
resolutions with the gentleman from
California (Mr. LEWIS), my esteemed
colleague and very close friend of
George Brown and his neighbor.

I would like to call upon the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. LEWIS)
first. And then we are going to be shar-
ing, as Members want to express their
concerns and try to keep their remarks
to several minutes. Because we can see
there are many people here that want
to speak.

Mr. Speaker, “I believe in human dignity as
the source of national purpose, human liberty
as the source of national action, the human
heart as the source of national compassion,
and in the human mind as the source of our
invention and our ideas.” JFK quote.

He was a great man and a distinguished
public servant; 45 years of public service; 36
years in the House, the longest serving Con-
gress member in California history.

Won first election—as Monterey Park city
councilman and became mayor one year later.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—HOUSE

Member of the California State Legislature.
First elected to U.S. Congress in 1962. Unlike
other politicians, he did not read the polls—No
other member of Congress cast more “un-
safe” votes—and live to tell the tale.

Best known for his work on science and
technology: “With his passing, science and
technology lost its most knowledgeable advo-
cate, he embraced the future by articulating a
vision that includes harnessing science and
technology to achieve sustainable develop-
ment.”

George Brown quote from NY Times inter-
view: “From my earliest days, | was fascinated
by science. | was fascinated by a utopian vi-
sion of what the world could be like. I've
thought that science could be the basis for a
better world, and that's what I've been trying
to do all these years.”

He had the foresight to champion the cre-
ation of the Environmental Protection Agency,
the Office of Technology Assessment, and the
Office of Science and Technology Policy. Rec-
ognized leader in forming the institutional
framework for science and technology in the
Federal Government. Led effort to move the
National Science Foundation into more active
roles in engineering, science, education and
the development of advanced technologies.

Had the vision, courage and integrity to
have remained ahead of the mainstream: In
the California Assembly authored first bill in
the nation to ban lead in gasoline. Recog-
nized, early on: the environmental hazards of
burning fossil fuels; the destructive effect of
freon; the importance of keeping space devel-
opment under civilian control; and the neces-
sity of monitoring global climate change. In
due time, Congress adopted these issues as
legislation.

Style of argument: Brown cultivated a polite
and courtly style of argument. His reliance on
reason coupled with the respect he showed
his opponents made him a very effective ad-
vocate and enabled him to form alliances with
people of all political parties.

Human qualities: Cigar chomping, rumpled
suit, pacifist, social democrat, fierce idealist, a
maverick. At UCLA, he helped create some of
the first cooperative student housing and was
first to integrate campus housing by rooming
with Tom Bradley—the future Mayor of Los
Angeles. Joined the Army despite his pacifist
leanings in order to serve the country.

Inspiration to California Democrats: The cur-
rent California Democratic party is replete with
individuals who worked on Brown’s several
campaigns, including Senator Boxer. Dean of
the California Congressional Delegation. He
was our hero, and our inspiration to continue
championing good and fighting evil.

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentleman
from California (Mr. LEWIS), my col-
league and esteemed friend, the chair
of the Republican delegation from Cali-
fornia.

Mr. LEWIS of California. Mr. Speak-
er, I appreciate my colleague yielding.

Mr. Speaker, I am wondering, let me
ask my colleague a question if I can by
way of procedure. I know there are
Members on both sides who are asking
for time, etcetera, and I have made a
list and so on. Should we kind of divide
this time in a way that I can distribute
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time and ask the Chair for unanimous
consent for that?

Mr. FARR of California. I have no ob-
jection.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the procedures of this Special Order,
the gentleman from California (Mr.
FARR) controls the time and distrib-
utes the time.

Mr. LEWIS of California. If he yields
half of it to me, then can I distribute
it?

The SPEAKER pro tempore. There is
an hour on the clock, which is reserved
to designees of the Leadership; and the
Chair will not recognize for subdivi-
sions of that hour.

Mr. LEWIS of California. Mr. Speak-
er, I very much appreciate any col-
league yielding.

Let me say that I intend to make the
bulk of my remarks at the end of this
session. But let us begin by indicating
to the body that oft times, especially
with the advent of C-SPAN, the public
very often sees only the confrontation
between the two sides of the aisle, de-
bate swirling around very important
issues that sometimes takes us to the
extreme of expression and confronta-
tions that is the presumed norm.

I must say that, over the years, I
have had great pleasure in the fact
that George Brown and I found working
together that we had so much more in
common than our people who watch us
on the football team of politics in our
home district territory would ever re-
alize.

For the Members’ information, our
commonality for me began when as a
young person just out of college enter-
ing the life insurance business, I set-
tled in a small town outside of Los An-
geles for a couple of years to be close
to the big city.

The local assemblyman at that point
in time was one George Brown, and
that is when I first heard of this legis-
lator and friend to be.

Not too long after that, George
sought his seat in the U.S. House of
Representatives and served there for a
distinguished period of time that was a
part of his distinguished career. He
then sought a seat, or at least the nom-
ination, in the U.S. Senate and left the
Congress for a while.

In the meantime, I had returned
home to San Bernardino County. It was
years after that initial contact in Mon-
terey Park that I got to know George
as a candidate for the Congress in our
territory near his former home in Col-
ton, California. He served in the Con-
gress for a period of time before I ar-
rived here. But over the years, we de-
veloped a very, very close personal re-
lationship.

Most importantly, we developed a
professional relationship, as well. And
as his wife Marta that is in the cham-
bers with us in person but in spirit in
many more ways, along with her fam-
ily, it is my privilege to share with my
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